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INTRODUCTION TO THE ASSESSMENT OUTREACH PROJECT

The Alaska Department of Education and Early Development (DEED) has partnered with
Denali Daniels + Associates to host a series of discussions and information gathering
activities to better understand the assessment needs of entities serving Alaska Native

students. The project goals include:

RELATIONSHIPS UNDERSTANDING REVIEWING DOCUMENTING
Fostering relationships Understanding Reviewing current Documenting dialogues
with tribal entities perspectives on assessment and data in a report that
and others serving assessment use use and identifying captures key barriers,
Alaska Native students needs as tribal issues, and needs of
compacting begins in tribal communities
Alaska regarding assessments

This issue paper intends to:

e Provide an overview of Alaska’s Balanced
Assessment System.

e Describe the entities serving Alaska
Native Students in education.

e Explore ways assessments could benefit
entities serving Alaska Native Students.

e Provide background information about
assessments in Alaska and how partners
could use data and results to meet their
education goals.

e Consider expanding how American
Indian/Alaska Native students participate
in the National Indian Education Study

(NIES) to include survey questionnaires

that shed light on their cultural

experiences at school.
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ABOUT ALASKA'S STUDENT ASSESSMENTS

I. Alaska’s Balanced Assessment System

Alaska implements statewide assessments for students through the Alaska Department of
Education and Early Development (DEED). Districts in Alaska administer various
assessments in schools and classrooms throughout the school year. Effective assessment
is the bridge between teaching the standards and ensuring that support is available for all
students. It is a key part of student learning, and everything we do should work toward
this goal.

DEED provides statewide assessments for a few specific reasons:

* INFORM - First, to be able to inform families, educators, policy makers, the community,
and businesses how our schools and districts are performing.

* IDENTIFY NEED - Second, after determining how schools are performing, identify schools
in the most need of school improvement efforts.

e ENSURE EQUITY - Third, to ensure there is equity in education for students across Alaska.
The mission is to provide an excellent education to every student every day.

Il. Types of Assessments

A balanced assessment system intentionally makes use of formative, interim, and
summative assessment practices (defined in full below)-with the most emphasis placed on
formative assessment. For more information about Alaska’s balanced assessment system,
read the Balanced Assessment System Brief. Some essential attributes of a balanced

assessment system include:

e Connection between curriculum and instruction

e Provides multiple levels of data at various stages of teaching and learning

e Adjusts and adapts to meet the needs of all learners

e Generates actionable data about student performance

e Meets decision makers’ needs, including students, parents, teachers, leaders, and
policymakers


https://education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/Balanced%20Assessment%20System.pdf
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1. Formative Assessment is a process used by teachers and students during instruction
that provides feedback to adjust ongoing teaching and learning to improve students'

achievement of intended instructional outcomes.

e By design, formative assessment has an explicit connection to an instructional unit

o Consists of many kinds of strategies, and can be as informal as asking a well-crafted
question - and using the evidence collected from the question

e Helps educators guide the learning process, rather than measure student
performance

e Provides students with data they can use to determine where they are in their
learning, set goals, monitor their learning progress, and serve as instructional
resources for their peers

2. Interim assessments provide opportunities to gather information that are relevant to
the teaching and learning process and provide data that are insightful in many ways
including:

e Individual and collective student growth

» Effectiveness of teaching practices, programs, and initiatives

o Projection of whether a student, class, or school is on track to achieve established
proficiency benchmarks

e Instructional needs of individual students

Educators can use interim assessments in a formative way to directly guide instruction.
Interim assessment provides educators with data for instructional, predictive, and
evaluative purposes.

3. Summative assessment usually occurs near the end of an instructional unit to help
educators answer the question, “What did students learn?” All sorts of different
assessment instruments are used for summative assessment, including:

e End-of-unit tests and end-of-course tests

e Performance tasks/simulations

e Portfolios

e Oral examinations

e Research reports

o Standardized state summative assessments
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Legislators use state summative assessment data to communicate the state of education
to the public and make policy decisions. Other uses include funding, resource allocation,

and identifying professional development needs.

A coherent approach to assessment practices can streamline decision-making and
improve learning. Through a balanced assessment system that includes a range of
assessment options including statewide summative and interim assessments and locally
selected interim and formative assessments, Alaska aims to create coherence for all those

who participate and use assessments throughout the state.

The statewide summative assessments are just one piece of a balanced assessment
system. When administered over multiple years, summative assessment results are even
more meaningful because they inform stakeholders about how far your child has
progressed in their learning.

DEED's statewide assessment portfolio includes seven statewide assessments
measuring student achievement at various content areas and grade levels (see Table 1).

According to Alaska Regulations’ public schools in Alaska must administer the following
assessments: a standards-based test, an alternate assessment, the National Assessment of
Educational Progress, a kindergarten developmental profile, and an assessment to
measure English language proficiency. The Alaska Reads Act also mandates that the
department adopt a statewide screening tool.?

Table 1. Alaska’s Statewide Assessments

Assessment Content Students
Alaska System of Academic Readiness (AK STAR) English Grades 3-9
Balanced approach connecting language arts
AK ST’\R fall or winter MAP® Growth™ and
pm e R T interim assessments to the spring mathematics
AK STAR, which is made up of a grade-specific summative
component combined with a growth component.

14 AAC 06.710 and 4 AAC 06.712,
214.30.760 of HB 114



http://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.710
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.710
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.712
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.712
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Alaska Science Assessment Science Grades 5, 8,
The Alaska Science Assessment and 10
is a summative assessment

SCIENCE ASSESSMENT )

designed to measure a student's

knowledge of the K-12 Science Standards for Alaska,

adopted in June 2019.

Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) English Students with

The DLM alternate assessment
is administered to students with

) DYNAMIC™

significant cognitive disabilities LEARNING MAPS

who are instructed and

assessed on alternate achievement standards (Essential
Elements). Each student's |IEP team determines if a student
qualifies for the alternate assessment.

language arts,
mathematics,
and science

significant
cognitive
disabilities in
grades 3-9: ELA
and math,
grades 5, 8, and
10: science

ACCESS for ELLs, Alternate ACCESS, and Kindergarten
ACCESS

ACCESS for ELLs is a secure large-
scale English language proficiency
assessment for students who have
been identified as English Learners (ELs). ACCESS for ELs is
aligned with the WIDA English Language Development (ELD)
Standards and assesses each of the four language domains
of Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing.

English
language
proficiency

All EL students
in grades K-12

Alaska Developmental Profile (ADP)
The ADP is designed to identify, record, and summarize the
skills and behaviors students
demonstrate upon entry to school,
based on teacher observations.
Student skills and behaviors are

defined by whether students are
consistently demonstrating 13 goals and indicators in the five
domains from Alaska’s Early Learning Guidelines.

13 goals and
indicators in
five domains
from Alaska’s
Early Learning
Guidelines

All entering
kindergarten
students and
any 15t graders
who did not
attend
kindergarten
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mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition Early literacy Students in
mCLASS with DIBELS 8th Edition is the adopted literacy skills as grades K-3
assessment for Alaska. As a comprehensive screening, aligned to the

diagnostic assessment, and progress monitoring system, it requirements

rapidly measures student progress toward reading of the Reads

proficiency, and helps identify students who may be at risk of Act

future reading difficulties, including dyslexia.

Amplify. | mCLASS

National Assessment for Educational Progress (NAEP) Content Sample of
The National Assessment of Educational varies for students across
Progress, also known as “the Nation’s National Alaska.

Report Card,” is the only nationally NAEP Assessment Grades 4, 8 and

representative and continuing assessment years but sometimes 12
. 7
of what America’s students know and can ——— most
H o H H OF EDUCATIONAL
do in various subject areas. Its two major sl commonly
goals are to measure student achievement and to report math and
change in performance over time. reading

The full overview of statewide assessments can be found at
https://education.alaska.gov/tls/Assessments/pdf files/Quick Guide to Required Statewide Ass

essments.pdf



https://education.alaska.gov/tls/Assessments/pdf_files/Quick_Guide_to_Required_Statewide_Assessments.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/tls/Assessments/pdf_files/Quick_Guide_to_Required_Statewide_Assessments.pdf
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ENTITIES SERVING ALASKA NATIVE STUDENTS IN EDUCATION

l. Alaska’s K-12 Schools

The State Education Policy AS 14.03.015
states that the purpose of education is to help
resources, and leadership to ensure that all students will succeed in their
support an excellent education for education and work, shape worthwhile and
every student every day across the satisfying lives for themselves, exemplify the

. best values of society, and be effective in
state of Alaska. Alaska's improving the character and quality of the
approximately 500 public schools world about them.

DEED exists to provide information,

are organized within 54 school
districts and a state residential boarding academy. These include 34 city and borough
school districts and 19 Regional Educational Attendance Areas. REAAs serve s

tudents living in towns and villages in politically unorganized areas of rural Alaska. Alaska
schools vary greatly in size. High schools in Anchorage, the state’s largest city, may serve
more than 2,000 students. Many schools in rural areas are small, some with 20 or fewer
students at a variety of grade levels. Alaska also has a growing population of
correspondence school students, many of whom are being served by a statewide
correspondence study program or a district correspondence program.

Il. Assessment in Alaska’s Public-School Districts (K-12)

Through the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA)® the United States
Department of Education (USDE) provides statutory guidance to state education agencies
on the implementation of a standards-aligned assessment system. This federal guidance
indicates that the state’s assessment system includes annual, general, and alternate
assessments aligned with grade-level academic achievement standards or alternate
academic achievement standards. These are in reading/language arts (R/LA) and
mathematics in each of grades 3-8 and at least once in high school (grades 9-12); science
at least once in each of three grade spans (3-5, 6-9 and 10-12).

Alaska developed regulations to ensure that DEED provides meaningful standards-based
assessments for students in alignment with the ESEA and ESSA statutes and subsequent

3as amended through P.L. 114-95 [Enacted December 10, 2015], named the Every
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA),



https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/statutes.asp#14.03.015
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regulatory guidance. All public schools in Alaska must comply with regulations 4 AAC
06.737. Standards-based test and 4 AAC 06.820. Participation.

e Standards-based test 4 The commissioner will select a standards-based test to

estimate the degree to which students have mastered the state's standards for
English language arts, mathematics, and science. For school years after school year
2013 - 2014, the standards-based test must test for mastery of the English
language arts, mathematics, and science standards adopted by 4 AAC 06.710 (a).
Except for students eligible for an alternate assessment under 4 AAC 06.775 (b),
each district shall administer the standards-based test in English language arts, and
mathematics annually to every student in grades three through eight and in one or
more years, as determined by the commissioner, in grades nine through 12, and
each district shall administer the standards-based test in science annually to every
student in grades five, eight, and ten. A school that does not assign students to
grade levels shall assess students using the grade-level assessment that would
apply if the school had standard grade levels based upon the number of years a
student has been enrolled in school.

e Participation. ® The participation rate on the state standards-based assessments
described in 4 AAC 06.737 is computed by dividing the number of students that
took an assessment in each subject by the number of students enrolled in tested

grades on the first day of testing. Each school and district in the state shall ensure
that all students enrolled in tested grades are given the opportunity to and are
expected to participate in the state assessments and shall have a target of 95
percent participation in assessments.

lll. State-Tribal Education Compact Schools

Compacting is a process through which the State of Alaska and an Alaskan Native Tribe
reach an agreement that formally recognizes a Tribe's authority to operate and oversee K-
12 schools. Self-governance compacting for the delivery of education means that Tribes,
or tribally empowered Alaska Native organizations, will have the opportunity to partner
with the State of Alaska, to assume the responsibility (and receive the associated funding)
to carry out educational programs, functions, services, and activities the State otherwise

24 AAC 06.737. Standards-based test
s4 AAC 06.820. Participation.

10


https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.737
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.737
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.820
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.737
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.737
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.737
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.775
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.775
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.820
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.737
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.737
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.737
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/aac.asp#4.06.820
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would be obligated to provide. In accordance with Alaska’s constitution, these STECs will
be public schools that are open to all students, Alaska Native and non-Alaska Native alike.

The conviction that local communities are best situated to address the educational needs
of their students is foundational to Alaska’s system of education. Accordingly, we believe

that if Tribes have greater ownership and local control over education, student outcomes
in their communities will improve. As a result, all Alaskan students, and their communities,
may benefit from having access to this additional, innovative educational pathway.

IV. Organizations Developing the Report to the Legislature

The Alaska State Board of Education selected five State-Tribal Education Compact School
(STEC) applications that will submit a report to the legislature in 2024. Find all of the STEC
applications here (Agenda Item 7).
e Tlingit & Haida: Central Council Tlingit & Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska in the
Juneau School District

e Qargi Academy Tribal School: Ifupiat Community of the Arctic Slope in the North

Slope Borough School District

e KIC: Ketchikan Indian Community in the Ketchikan Gateway Borough School
District

e KINC: King Island Native Community in the Nome Public School District

e Knik Charter School (KCS): Knik Tribe in Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District

V. Alaska’s Assessments Offer Opportunity for Entities Serving Alaska Native
Students

Assessments serve as a pathway for understanding and informing the other components
of the balanced system. A balanced system is founded on a set of academic standards
that define the content and skills students must acquire at each grade level. Curriculum
and instruction must be in place to provide students with high-quality, well-aligned
learning experiences that allow them to access the content and skills defined in those
standards.

Assessments allow for an evaluation of and for student learning, providing data and
evidence of the degree to which students have mastered the academic standards.
Therefore, assessments can both inform the instructional planning and delivery as well as
the interventions and enrichments that students may need. This cycle continues, where

11


https://education.alaska.gov/state_board/march-2023#agenda7
https://education.alaska.gov/state_board/march-2023#agenda7
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the assessment regularly informs the teaching and learning processes in meaningful

ways.

VL. National Indian Education Study as an Opportunity

ROLE OF CULTURE: Part of the NAEP assessment every four years. The NIES
survey asks American Indian/Alaska Native (Al/AN) students questions about the
role of culture in their lives and school experiences.

UNIQUE NEEDS: It is designed to delineate the state of education for American
Indian and Alaska Native students in the United States. The goal of the NIES is to
collect information on academic achievement and educational experiences of
American Indian and Alaska Native students to understand their unique and
culturally related academic needs. The NIES is an opportunity to gather information
that is student focused.

PROVIDE VALUABLE INFORMATION: Administering the NIES survey could play a
critical role in schools throughout Alaska by providing instructors and school
leaders with first-hand information regarding Al/AN students’ cultural learning

experiences.

MORE RESPONSIVE: With the results of the NIES survey, schools can be better
informed for what to incorporate within their cultural education model to be
responsive to their students’ specific needs. The NIES study can provide support for
better-quality cultural education through amplifying student voices and

experiences.

Amplify. | mCLASS AK STI\‘R

ALASKA SYSTEM OF ACADEMIC READINESS N ﬁ E P
o WI DA NATIONAL ASSESSMENT
manm OF EDUCATIONAL

PROGRESS

ALASKA SCIENCE ASSESSMENT

12
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OVERVIEW OF ASSESSMENT USE AND PARTICIPATION RATES

I. The Alaska System of Academic Readiness (AK STAR) and the Alaska Science
Assessment

Assessment results for the school years 2012-13 through 2021-22 can be found at the
Assessment Results - Education and Early Development webpage. A summary of the

summative assessment results from the spring 2017 through spring 2022 test
administrations is provided below.

Table 2. Summative Assessment Results for Alaska Native (AN)/ American Indian (Al)
Students (2017-2022)

Summative Math Summative ELA Summative Science
Year Achievement Achievement Achievement
Participation (Percent Participation (Percent | Participation |  (Percent
Proficient) Proficient) Proficient)

2022 86.66% 6.06% 87.28% 8.74% 83.21% 16.05%
2021 73.14% 11.25% 73.84% 13.77% received waiver
2020 State Testing Canceled
2019 95.12% 15.87% 95.19% 15.55% 93.00% 20.67%
2018 95.08% 17.1% 95.36% 17.62% 92.76% 24.16%
2017 93.8% 13.7% 93.91% 15.93% 91.88% 23.04%

Il. ACCESS for English Learners

Alaska uses the WIDA Consortium’s English proficiency assessments, which classify
standard English reading, writing, speaking, and listening proficiency levels. Eligible
students are assessed when they first enter an Alaska school using a state-approved
screener assessment and then again each spring using the Assessing Comprehension
and Communication in English State-to-State (ACCESS) assessment. ACCESS is scored
from 1.0 (entering) to 6.0 (reaching); the number before the decimal point refers to the
proficiency level, and the number after the decimal point refers to progress toward the
next level. Students receive five scores, one for each domain, and a composite (overall)

13
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score. A summary of assessment results from 2017 through 2022 test administrations is
provided below (See Table 3)

Table 3. ACCESS for English Learners Assessment Results for Alaska Native (AN)/
American Indian (Al) Students (2017-2022)

Total in # OPL = # OPL = # OPL = #OPL = # OPL= # OPL =
Total EL Total
Year +AI/AN :reSt Tested P-Rate 1-1.9 2-2.9 3-3.9 4-4.9 5-5.9 6
Window
2022 | 5775 | 5420 | 4589 |84.67% | 779 | 1581 | 1509 | 229 | 19 0
2021 | 6091 | 5847 | 2993 |51.19% | 477 | 972 | 928 | 153 / 0
2020 | 6412 | 6110 | 5190 | 84.94% | ©32 | 1477 | 1799 | 347 | 26 1
2019 | 6630 | 6313 | 5816 | 92.13% | 800 | 1860 | 2364 | 490 | 24 1
2018 | 7501 | 7168 | 6669 | 93.04% | 816 | 2058 | 2857 | 601 37 0
2017 | 7740 | 7374 | 5166 |70.06% | 651 | 1428 | 2502 | 382 | 10 0

I1l. mCLASS with DIBELS 8" Edition

As part of the Alaska Reads Act, 14.30.760 of HB 114, it is described that the department
shall adopt a statewide screening tool. The Alaska Department of Education and Early
Development selected mCLASS from Amplify as the statewide literacy screener that will
help with the early identification of students with reading deficiencies in order to provide
specific support so that all students will be able to read at grade level by the end of third
grade.

Beginning in the 2023-24 school year, the screening tool will be administered three times
each school year. If a student exhibits a reading deficiency, the school district must offer
intensive reading intervention services in addition to the core reading instruction that is
provided to all students in a classroom. With early identification of reading deficiencies
and evidence-based intervention methods, teachers and families can strategically and
confidently help a student improve their reading skills.

Amplify’'s mCLASS was developed by the University of Oregon’s Center on Teaching and
Learning. mCLASS has been built on decades of research in curriculum-based
measurement science and delivers a proven approach that screens for at-risk students
and provides insight into individual student’s reading development. The comprehensive
14
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assessment system offers progress monitoring, a built-in dyslexia screener, intervention

tips, and robust reports for teachers and administrators. The assessment does not

diagnose dyslexia but identifies which students need additional evaluation to test for

dyslexia. DEED is in the process of scoping out work with the University of Oregon to

develop a literacy screener in 10 Alaska Native languages over the course of the next 5

years. This work is in the planning stages and will take place over the several years and

will include collaboration with local language experts.

IV. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

Assessment results for the school years 2003-2022 can be found at The Nation's Report

Card website. A summary of the assessment results in grades 4 and 8 reading and

mathematics from the 2017-2022 test administrations is provided.

Table 4. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Assessment Results for Alaska Native
(AN)/ American Indian (Al) Students (2017-2022) Grade 4

Grade 4 Reading Grade 4 Mathematics
Year | pepresentative Sample | Percentatorabove | Representative Sample | Percent at or above
Percentage Proficient Percentage Proficient
2022 23% 6% 23% 7%
2019 24% 9% 24% 13%
2017 24% 6% 24% 12%

Table 5. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Assessment Results for Alaska Native
(AN)/ American Indian (Al) Students (2017-2022) Grade 8

Grade 8 Reading Grade 8 Mathematics
Year
Representative Sample Percent at or above Representative Sample Percent at or above
Percentage Proficient Percentage Proficient
2022 23% 7% 23% 9%
2019 24% 9% 24% 1%
2017 23% 9% 23% 11%

15
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR ASSESSMENT USE

I. The Alaska System of Academic Readiness (AK STAR) and the Alaska Science
Assessment

The AK STAR and Alaska Science Assessment are summative assessments that are used
for the following:

e End of the year content area assessments administered in the spring.

e A snapshot of what students know and can do at the end of one academic year.

e System-wide evaluation and decision making.

The AK STAR is:

e A more holistic system that includes interim (MAP Growth) and summative
assessments (AK STAR) that produce actionable data for teaching and learning.

e A growth-oriented approach that recognizes and celebrates student growth and
school achievement.

e An adaptive design to create a more personalized testing experience for each
student.

e A more efficient system that reduces overall test events, while producing valuable
data - summative proficiency scores and RIT scores.

e Student growth (RIT) data to show fall-to-spring growth, AK DEED can recognize
and celebrate growth, independent of whether students are proficient yet.

The Alaska Science Assessment is:

o Aligned with the K-12 Science Standards for Alaska which provide a foundation for
defining what students should know and be able to do in terms of scientific
knowledge and skills.

e The K-12 Science Standards for Alaska support learning and understanding
through sense making and investigations associated with scientific phenomena in
the scientific domains.

e Items on the Alaska Science Assessment assess skills in the reporting categories
listed in Table 6 below.

16
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Tableé. Alaska Science Assessment Reporting Categories

Grade | Reporting Category

Grades 5, 8, and 10 Physical Science
Grades 5, 8, and 10 Life Science
Grades 5and 8 Earth and Space Science

Due to the nature of the science standards, it is not possible to measure student
performance on all skills within the standards on the statewide Alaska Science
Assessment. Some of the science standards are designated to be assessed locally:
https://education.alaska.gov/standards/science/Science LocallyAssessedStandards.pdf

As part of the Stackable, Instructionally Embedded, Portable Science (SIPS) Assessment
project, Alaska has engaged in collaboration with several other states to enhance science
instruction and assessment. Alaska districts can take advantage of curricular units,

instructionally embedded science assessment tasks, and scoring resources to support
integrated and standards-aligned science in classrooms.

As required statewide summative assessments for all Alaska public schools, AK STAR and
the Alaska Science Assessment provide the opportunity for all entities serving Alaska
Native students to measure student performance and progress according to the measure
used in all public schools across the state. This common measure provides achievement
data at the district, school, and individual student levels and allows education

professionals and policymakers to make informed decisions.

Il. ACCESS for English Learners

Alaska uses WIDA MODEL, WIDA Screener for Kindergarten, and WIDA Screener to
identify English language learners (ELs). ACCESS for ELs is given to all identified ELs
during the annual testing window, which takes place from early February through late
March. Some key features of each assessment are listed below.

ACCESS
e Part of WIDA's suite of assessments
e Alaska's English Language Proficiency (ELP) Assessment.
e Administered to identified ELs in grades 1-12
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e Four domains: listening, speaking, reading, writing
e Aligned to WIDA's five English Language Development (ELD) standards
e Tiers A (Entering or Beginning Level) or B/C (Developing, Expanding, Bridging
Levels)
e Paperoronline
Kindergarten ACCESS
e Four domains: listening, speaking, reading, writing
e Aligned with WIDA's five English Language Development (ELD) Standards
e Paper-based
e Individually administered
e No tiers
e 45 -60 minutes per student
Alternate ACCESS
e Administered to students with the most significant cognitive disabilities who are
unable to meaningfully participate in ACCESS for ELs
e Paper-based
e Individually administered
o Aligned with four of WIDA's English Language Development Standards
e Does not address all proficiency levels
Exit Criteria
« ACCESS for ELs = only way to exit EL status
* Overall Composite Proficiency of 4.5 (or higher)

lll. National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP)

NAEP is the largest nationally representative, continuing evaluation of the condition of
education in the United States. It is a national yardstick of student achievement that has
been administered since 1969. NAEP informs the public about what American students
know and can do in various subject areas and compares achievement among states, large
urban districts, and various student groups.

e NAEP is a congressionally mandated program administered by the National Center
for Education Statistics (NCES) within the U.S. Department of Education. NCES
sends an assessment team to your school to administer the assessment.

e The assessment usually takes place between January and March and is a digitally
based assessment.
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e NAEP provides a high-level snapshot of state and national level performance that
informs policy makers and elected officials responsible for funding decisions to
provide quality education.

e National assessments measure understanding and mastery of national standards.
They also provide points for comparison of student performance across states.

e Standardization allows for measuring performance over time.

IV. The National Indian Education Study (NIES) as One Possible Opportunity for
Support

The National Indian Education Study (NIES) is a study conducted every four years and will
occur in 2024. The NIES study is conducted under the NAEP assessment. It is designed to
delineate the state of education for American Indian and Alaska Native students in the
United States. The goal of the NIES is to collect information on academic achievement
and educational experiences of American Indian and Alaska Native students to
understand their unique and culturally related academic needs. The NIES is an
opportunity to gather information that is student focused.

Educational data has been lacking for the population of AI/AN students, who comprise
only 1% of the national student population. Alaska’s participation is important, because
Alaska has the highest percentage of AI/AN students out of any state. Out of the 131,000
students in Alaska’s public education system, 21% are identified as Alaska Native.

Results from the most recent NIES report, released in 2021, focused on two themes:

e To what extent are American Indian/Alaska Native (Al/AN) culture and language
part of the curricula?

e What is the overall education context for AI/AN students in the United States?

The benefits of participating in NIES are numerous, and include:

e The NIES can create a more accurate picture of the academic performance and
education experiences of Alaska Native students.

e The NIES provides information to help states, schools, and parents respond to the
needs of American Indian and Alaska Native students, while respecting and
honoring their distinct languages, cultures, and traditions. The NIES can provide
evidence of teacher practices and interventions to meet unique learning needs of
Al/AN students in recovering from the pandemic.

e When students participate in the survey, analyses and results can help inform
national, state, and local decisions.
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e The results of this study are used in congressional testimony and can be used as
evidence to measure the effectiveness of current educational programs. This
information helps guide funding and resource decisions for federal programs and
initiatives.
e The results of this study can be used to help bring about improvements in
education for current and future generations.

Students that participated in the study were asked the following questions, “Who
taught you most of what you know about AlI/AN history?”, and “Who taught you most
of what you know about Al/AN traditions (ways of life, customs)?” Both the 4t and 8t
grade student groups responded with “teachers” as being the second highest group,
following their family members. This figure demonstrates the impact cultural
instruction has on students within educational systems. (See Table 7)
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Table 7. Percentage distribution of fourth- and eighth-grade Al/AN students who reported on learning
about Al/AN history and traditions, by school type/density: 2019 NIES Report p. 13

All AI/AN Low density High density
Grade and student survey question students | public schools | public schools | BIE schools

Grade 4: Who taught you most of what you know about AI/AN history?

No one has taught me about AI/AN history 12 12 14 162
Family members 45 47 47 43°
Friends 5 5 6 7
Teachers 23 23 19 19
Tribal representatives or elders 6 6 6 7
Someone else 9 8 7 8
Grade 8: Who taught you most of what you know about AI/AN history?

No one has taught me about AI/AN history 8 1 58 2ab
Family members 60 59 61 59
Friends 1 1 1 2
Teachers 17 17 16 18
Tribal representatives or elders 8 7 742 122
Someone else 5 5 5 7 s
No one has taught me about AI/AN traditions 15 14 1823 17
Family members 45 48 45 413b
Friends 4 3 5@ 73b
Teachers 23 22 19 182
Tribal representatives or elders 7 6 7 102b
Someone else 7 7 6 7b
No one has taught me about AI/AN traditions 12 15 82 3ab
Family members 57 56 59 58
Friends 2 2 2 22
Teachers 17 16 17 18
Tribal representatives or elders 9 8 118 1420
Someone else 3 3 3 4b

3 Significantly different (p < .05) from low density public schools. Comparisons are among the school type/density categories.

® significantly different (p < .05) from high density public schools. Comparisons are among the school type/density categories.

NOTE: AVAN = American Indian/Alaska Native. BIE = Bureau of Indian Education. School density indicates the proportion of AI/AN students
enrolled. Low density public schools have less than 25 percent Al/AN students; high density public schools have 25 percent or more. All
Al/AN students includes all AlI/AN students sampled throughout the nation in public, private, BIE, and Department of Defense schools. Detail
may not sum to totals because of rounding.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Sciences, National Center for Education Statistics, National Assessment of
Educational Progress (NAEP), 2019 National Indian Education Study.
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V. Conclusion:

This issue paper was developed to provide an overview of Alaska’s balanced assessment
system and to explore ways assessments could benefit entities serving Alaska Native
Students. In summary, Alaska implements statewide assessments for students through the
Alaska Department of Education and Early Development (DEED). School districts in
Alaska administer various assessments in schools and classrooms throughout the school
year. Effective assessment is the bridge between teaching the standards and ensuring

that support is available for all students.
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